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Focus
Dear Residents,
Our last Focus newsletter was in January nearly six months ago. We haven’t issued
more because of the Covid situation. That
means we have been unable to express in
print our gratitude and admiration for the
essential work of the many key workers and
volunteers and the many acts of kindness
and care carried out by so many people
every day. We are pleased to do so now.
Although the pandemic dominates
everything at the moment there are still
Borough and Parish issues which we have
been trying to sort out as your local
councillors. On the back of this issue we
write about where we are with some of them.
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COVID-19
THANK
YOU

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
DEDICATED COUNCIL STAFF

Thanks to all our amazing key workers
and community volunteers.
Thank you for playing your part.

Make sure you are getting the help you need.

IT’S OK TO ASK FOR HELP
If you or someone you know needs a bit of extra help
during the Covid pandemic the Council is there to help.
The Council has flagged up these numbers where
you may get help if you need it.

LIBRARY READY TO RE-OPEN
The Government has now relaxed the
pandemic regulations and we expect
Stockton Heath Library to open again
in early July. Livewire has worked out
careful plans to keep people safe so it
won’t be quite business as usual.
● Social distancing will mean there is a limit on how many
people are allowed in at one time and there will be a
one way system inside the library.
● A contact-less returns and issues process will operate.
● All returned books will be quarantined for 72 hours
before going back on the shelves.
● Browsers will be asked not to handle books before
choosing but there will be sterile wipes available.
● An adult must accompany children under 12.
● There will be no charges for overdue items issued after
March 1st and items on loan will have their loan
extended until September 30.
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WBC safe and well pandemic helpline 01925 442441/442443
WBC other enquiries 01925 443322
Childline 0800 1111
CAB 0300 3309 091
NHS mental health crisis support 0800 051 1508
Refuge Domestic abuse helpline 0808 2000 247
Samaritans 0330 094 5717
Universal credit advice 0800 1448 4444
More info on the Council website www.warrington.gov.uk
Other useful numbers
Police non urgent calls 101 Health advice calls 111

NHS Test and Trace
If you experience symptoms you should order a coronavirus
test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or phone 119.
For more information on Test and Trace go to
gov.uk/coronavirus

The work put in by the Council has not gone unnoticed.
So much of the Covid-19 response, for individuals in need and
businesses has been co-ordinated by Warrington Borough Council. The
manner in which Council workers have kept essential services operating
and reacted quickly and tirelessly to this unprecedented situation is a
testament to their skill and commitment and has been much appreciated
by everyone.

Balancing the Budget is not going to be easyl
The additional cost to the Borough caused by the pandemic by the end
of this financial year is estimated to be in the region of £51.5 million.
In March the Secretary of State said “This Government stands with local
councils in this difficult time,” and commenting on what would need to
be done he said “Government will do whatever is necessary to support
these efforts.” So far Central Government has given just £11.09 million.
We must all hope Government will stand by their commitment.

Your local Councillors
We’re here to help too or put you
in touch with someone who can.
Peter Walker
Tel 01925 265237
CllrPeter.Walker@warrington.gov.uk

Graham Welborn
01925 268769
CllrGraham.Welborn@warrington.gov.uk
Published and printed by Warrington Liberal Democrats
75 Grappenhall Road, WA4 2AR.

CATCH-UP ON LOCAL ISSUES OVERPAGE

Here are some of the issues we have been
working on and problems raised with us by
residents during the lock-down.

FORGE CAR PARK
Resurfacing at last?
The Forge car park is in a dreadful condition, there are potholes and trip hazards
everywhere, and the markings are wearing out. We have complained frequently, had regular
site visits with Council Officers and suggested sensible improvements.
Now - at last - we have been told that the Borough has a plan and that funding has
been successfully applied for. All that is necessary is agreement from the Council
Cabinet and work can begin!
The Forge car park will be resurfaced and its capacity will be increased. Land where the
redundant toilets are will be used to add more parking spaces as we suggested years ago .
This is obviously an expensive job and officers tell us the reason the car park has been
allowed to deteriorate was because they didn’t want spend money patching up just before a
complete re-surface. We understand this, but the surface should have been kept safe.
We’ve just been told that another patching up job is about to start while West Avenue
is being repaired, but for the complete renovation that is needed, we must await the
decision of the Council. It will probably be done early next year.

Parking charges are back
First few fines will be cancelled
At the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, charging to park was
suspended for safety reasons, but it has now been re-started. The
need to pay again was not made very obvious, as the signs
saying that it was necessary were only placed on the paying
machines themselves. Many people who had got used to free
parking didn’t see them and received a fine. We had several
complaints and contacted the Council to explain what had gone
wrong and ask for some action.
As a result the big signs were put on display and we have
been told that parking fines issued in the first two weeks of their re-introduction will be
cancelled.
Keep safe Safety from Covid when paying is paramount. We are assured the machines will
be sanitised regularly during the day and warning signs are on the notice board. Many fingers will
be pressing the pay button, so do sanitise your hands after getting your ticket.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Over the last few months there have been several applications for either very large house extensions or
very large new houses in gardens. As your local Councillors we have supported residents to oppose this
over-development which would have been very oppressive to neighbours.
We are pleased to report that the Borough Council’s Development Management Committee listened to us
and these applications were refused.

Town Hall Plans Committee Meetings
All Town Hall Committee meetings are having to be held virtually at the moment because
of the current Covid-19 situation. We are pleased that our Council has made it possible for
people to view the proceedings by going onto the Borough web site. Peter says “Although
the procedure is a bit complicated - it took me 40 minutes to find my way through the first
time and I have asked for it to be made easier - well done for making it possible. Many
Local Authorities haven’t bothered. Democracy needs to be seen in action.

Resident only parking
Several people have asked us recently about
getting resident-only parking in Gaskell Street
and adjacent roads. This is an issue which has
been looked into in the past and the Borough
Council has been reluctant to introduce it.
Peter Walker says “I asked the Borough to use
the lock-down period to survey the parking
situation assuming that cars parked during that
period would almost all belong to residents and
not to workers or shoppers. Their report shows
that there is not enough space on these streets
for all the resident’s cars. There has to be parking
on both sides of Fairfield Road and Alexandra
Road to accommodate them.”
When resident-only parking was investigated
several years ago, surveys were done and
questionnaires were sent out. In the end the
residents at that time decided not to go ahead.
Resident-only parking regulations are quite
restrictive and there is a charge. The Borough is
very wary about starting the process again.

Sandy Lane Tip still
closed for now

This photo of Graham and Peter
was taken at our last street
surgery in February - it seems a
lifetime ago! We look forward to
the time when it is safe to meet
people face to face again.

Back alley access action
There are many back alleys in Stockton Heath
giving access to the rear entrances of terraced
houses. Many are large enough to allow rear
parking, However residents are often reluctant to
do this because they sometimes find they are
trapped in by cars which park across the exit
onto the feeder road.
To stop this happening we have asked the
Council to put white H lines on Pike Street at the
entrances to the backs of Gaskell Street, Ellison
Street and Warburton Street. Contractors have
tried to do the work on three occasions recently,
but there were too many cars parked during the
day because of the ‘lockdown’. It will be done as
soon as possible.

Swing Bridge traffic lights
The new phasing of the Fairfield Road/London
Road/Ellesmere Road traffic lights has been
welcomed as being much safer. The direction
arrows we requested make it clear when traffic
is safe to move.

Pedestrian hazard
It has been pointed out to us
though, that there is now a risk
to pedestrians on London Road,
who may cross Fairfield Road
when the traffic is stationary
there without realising that cars
will still be coming across from
Ellesmere Road. We have
asked for signs warning
pedestrians to check for
traffic coming from Ellesmere Road.

New Speed indicators
Stockton Heath Parish Council has arranged
for two permanent speed indicators to be
installed where people have told us cars are
going too fast. One is located on Ackers Road
and the other on Fairfield Road.

At the start of the ‘lock-down’ all three of
Warrington’s Recycling centres (CRCs) were
closed. Gatewarth and Woolston have now been
opened, but Sandy Lane remains closed as we go
to print. We have spoken to Council officers about
this and been told that because of the small size of
the site, Sandy Lane is more difficult to open
safely whilst there is still a Covid problem.
“I am inclined to agree,” says Peter, “because of
the situation on Sandy Lane. Only one vehicle
would be allowed on the tip site at a time and
when skips need to be changed, the site would
have to close. This would be bound to lead to a big
traffic build-up on the street.
If the experience at other CRC’s were to be
repeated here, there would be an increased
demand which Sandy Lane could not deal with in
the current circumstances.
I have been reassured that this is NOT a ‘back
door’ way to close the tip!”

A cheerful splash of colour
The mini daffodils and crocus planted on
Red Lane by Appleton Parish Council looked
even better this year. People told us it was
one thing that cheered them up this Spring!

