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AIR QUALITY CONCERNS
Stockton Heath Parish air monitor has now been in place on London Road for twelve months so
we are able to compare readings with the World Health Organisation (WHO) long term air pollution
exposure recommendations. The monitor measures over time the quantities in the air of ozone and
oxides of nitrogen and also tiny particles called particulates (PMs) classified by their size in microns.
It is the particulates that are also now becoming recognised as a serious
health hazard. Using data from the monitor, the 12 month average exposure
can be calculated and peaks noted.
Councillor Peter Walker reported back to the Parish Council in December.
Peter has checked readings throughout the year and did the calculations.
He liaised with the Borough Council and the company which developed the
monitor, Earthsense, which is linked to Leicester University, to have the monitor
mounted on a lamp post on London Road.
He says “ The figures suggest we should have some concerns about particulate
pollution. The annual average PM 2.5 level was 8.44 micrograms per metre
cubed of air and the maximum recommended by WHO is 10. The PM10 level is
also quite high. While not a worry at the moment it does mean we should be
trying to keep traffic levels down through the village. Of course this has been an
unusual year - with traffic much reduced during lock-down but an increase possibly in the number of
garden bonfires.which also pollute. The Parish Council has agreed to continue the air monitoring.

MORE DEVELOPMENT IS LIKELY TO MAKE AIR POLLUTION WORSE
One of the reasons for installing the air monitor was to obtain a better picture of the existing
background air pollution. It will help to give us a clearer understanding of how the additional
traffic generated by the 7,000 new houses, proposed in the Borough Councils 2019 Draft Local
Plan, might affect the quality of the air we breath in the Village.

Great response to our Autumn Survey
As we explained in October
Focus, because of the Covis
restrictions, we have not been able
to get out and talk to people as we
usually try to do in the summer.
The Autumn Survey was to try to
make up for that a bit. The best
way to learn about local concerns
is from local residents!
We had so many responses back we have been kept busy reading
all the comments made, checking up on problems and reporting to
the relevant authorities.
The most frequent concerns were, as expected, about street
cleaning and highway maintenance. Stockton Heath really has fallen
behind other newer parts of the Borough. Fallen leaves, blocked
grids and dangerous pavements were mentioned time and again.
We notice litter and dog fouling are coming back as big concerns too,
possibly because lock-down has meant more people out walking.
A lot of good things were said about living in
Stockton Heath - which is nice and many
people praised the flowers in the village. These
are organised and funded by Stockton Heath
Parish Council.
Thanks also to people who thanked us for our
work and for Focus; and also for those who took
the trouble to post responses through our door
or put stamps on and save our Freepost costs.

See over page for some of the action we have taken so far.

Seasons Greetings
to all our Readers

Peter Walker at the air monitor on
London Road. The readings have to
be taken in a residential area as
different standards apply in the
shopping areas.

BREXIT INLAND BORDER
The use of the Shearings site in Appleton
Thorn as an Inland Border facility (IBF) after
Brexit, has been approved by the Government
under a special development order after just
14 days local ‘engagement’. The Government has bought the site and it
will operate round the clock for 365 days of the year from January 1st.
Details seem to very uncertain. A recent briefing says this IBF will be
taking vehicles from Holyhead and not Liverpool and Heysham as we
were originally told. This means fewer wagons a day using the site than
previously predicted, but the estimate of 300 a day is still 600 journeys.
It also seems probable that there will be peak periods when ships dock
and the extra load on local roads will be substantial.
The exit from the M6 is already very busy as is the Lymm truckstop and
we all know the chaos caused when bad weather or accidents close the
Motorways. As well as traffic congestion we are particularly worried
about air pollution, as there seems to be no plan to check particulate
levels. Heavy vehicles produce a lot from brakes, tyre and road wear.
Local Parish Council are pressing for as much mitigation as possible to
reduce the impact on local roads and communities but the way this is
being rushed through makes planning difficult.
Further details can be found on
www.inlandborderfacilities.uk

No Calendar Phone Guide this year
We have been delivering our Calendar Phone Guide
with Focus every year since 1994. That was before
everyone had a mobile phone with as much information
as anyone could ever need at their fingertips!
With some councillor changes expected after the delayed Borough
and Parish Council elections in May we have decided to give it a miss
this year. Our contact details are always on Focus and on websites.

Local Elections Thursday May 6th 2021
If you would like to be on the safe-side and have a
Postal Vote contact the Council on 442184
or let us know and we will do it for you.

CAR CHARGING POINTS NEEDED
Stockton Heath Councillor Peter Walker is putting pressure on the Council to get
electric car charging points installed at the Forge car park when it is refurbished
and extended. Your support could help.
He says “As I have reported before in Focus I have asked the Council about this and up
to now they have refused because of the cost. A lot of people living in the Village just
can’t buy electric cars even if they want to, because charging the battery
is impossible if you have to park your car on the roadside.
I appreciate that the Council is really struggling financially because of
Tory Government cuts and now the cost of Covid. But there are grants for
this and I am asking the Council to look seriously at what is available and
how Stockton Heath might qualify. As the Forge car park is going to be
re-designed this is the ideal opportunity. The only public EV charging
points in South Warrington are at Lymm Truck stop.
Peter Walker Please sign our petition to help me to argue the case.

Bridgewater Canal Towpath
Several people who returned our survey commented on the poor
state of the towpath through Warrington compared with the quality
found in Halton and Trafford. This is a longstanding issue which was
raised again only recently by one of our Councillors at a Borough
Council meeting. He was promised that it would be looked into and
we will keep chasing the Council to discuss this with Peel Ports and
get some action.
Increased use of the the towpath during lock-down has highlighted
just what an important asset this is for many people. The lack of
litter bins between Stockton Heath and Grappenhall was also
mentioned and unreliable emptying of the bin at Red Lane bridge.
Let us know if this happens so we can make sure that it is reported.

I agree that we need electric car charging points
in Stockton Heath and they should be sited at the
Forge car park.
Return this slip to FREEPOST, RRTA-UJLLNCYT, Warrington,
WA4 2AR or go online to our petition - bit.ly/CarChargingPoints
Name................................................................
Postcode..........................................................
Email.................................................................
Phone...............................................................
The Liberal Democrats will use your contact details to send you information
on the topics you have requested. Any data we gather will be used in
accordance with our privacy policy at libdems.org.uk/privacy. To exercise
your legal data rights, email: data.protection@libdems.org.uk
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Would you help to deliver Focus
We are always looking for help to deliver Focus so that it
gets to every house as quickly as possible. If you could do
a few - or go on our emergency reserve list - we would be very
grateful.
We never leave more than you have agreed to do or leave leaflets
without checking you are OK with it.
Name ……………………………………. Post code …………………
Contact details …………………………………………………

NEWS IN BRIEF

Broomfields Leisure Centre

Judith at Broomfields Leisure
Centre - and its raining again!

Unfortunately further lock-down measures meant that
Broomfields Leisure Centre was not able to re-open in
November as planned, but it is now set to open on January 4th.
We are told there will be some offers to encourage people back.
Cllr Judith Wheeler says “We are keeping in close touch with officers
from Livewire and continue to press them about future improvements
as the Centre is in such a bad state of repair inside and out. In our
survey a majority of people who responded and said they did not - or
only sometimes - used the Centre, said they would use it if the
facilities were better. This indicates that a refurbished or new Leisure
Centre would bring in more users and more revenue.”
Livewire is suffering financially because of this year’s closures. We
understand the Council is looking seriously at the provision of leisure
services in south Warrington but at the moment future plans are
uncertain and we will have to continue to be patient.

Council accounts sign-off delayed yet again
Those of you who read the local paper or on-line sites will know there is a lot of discussion
about the Borough Council accounts not being signed off since 2017. This delay has been
caused by a public objection concerning the Council’s investment in Redwood Bank.
As the official opposition on the Council the Lib Dems are very concerned about this and keep pressing
for clarification and action to get the 2017/18 accounts cleared and start on auditing the 2018/19
accounts. Dates for sign-off are promised but never met.
Cllr Peter Walker says “From the recent Audit and Corporate Governance Committee meeting it
seems as if we are now going backwards. We pressed for a new date for the sign-off but no date was
forthcoming from the Auditors or from senior Council Officers. An expert now has to be employed to
give advice. This long delay is damaging to the reputation of the Council and the Auditors. The public
can be forgiven for thinking there is something fundamentally flawed in the Council’s Bank investment.”

Supporting our Unpaid Carers
Liberal Democrats in Parliament are calling for more support
for people who provide care for disabled and elderly family
members. Carers have really suffered this year - virtually
confined to their homes, worried about exposing the loved
ones they care for, and with no chance of an occasional
respite break. On top of this extra strain, many are suffering
financially too, managing on the Carers allowance of just
£67.25 a week. Lib Dems are asking for Carers Allowance to
be raised by £20 a week in line with the uplift in Universal
Credit, and also for Carers to be among the first on the list for
vaccinations.

Council Motion passed
Here in Warrington a motion amendment
on this issue from Lib Dem Cllrs Judith
Wheeler and Peter Walker was agreed
unanimously and the Council will write to
both MPs asking them to support this boost
to Carers Allowance. “There are more than
4,000 unpaid carers in Warrington,” says
Judith. “They do a crucial job facing
challenges and struggles on a daily basis.
A hard job has become even harder this
year and many are worried and exhausted.”

Your Lib Dem Team
Here to help
Borough Councillors
Peter Walker 265237
CllrPeter.Walker@warrington.gov.uk

Graham Welborn 268769
CllrGraham.Wellborn@warrington.gov.uk

Peter & Graham are also on
Stockton Heath Parish Council.

Stockton Heath Parish
Judith Wheeler
265784
Pam Todd
262737
Celia Jordan
650502
Sheila Dean
261466
Dorothy Robb
604123
Chris Jones 07799 401040
Walton Parish Council
Sharon Harris 740498
www.warringtonlibdems.org.uk

Your Councillors are busy dealing with a lot
of casework so this is just a brief list of some
of the issues. We have contacted residents
personally about some of the issues they have
raised with us in the survey.
Leaf clearing. We asked for an urgent leaf sweep
on pavements which are made dangerously slippery
and we notice some have now been cleared.
Gullies and gutters. Getting gutters swept and
grids unblocked on streets such Ellesmere, Fairfield
and Grappenhall Roads is tricky because parked
cars make access impossible. However this can’t be
allowed to go on for ever. We will be tackling WBC to
work out a plan even if it means asking residents to
park somewhere else while the work is done.
West Avenue. As well as the leaf clearance and
blocked grids we have asked the Council to prune
the trees which are getting very overgrown.
Other tree work. We have asked the Council to
look at the tree on Ellesmere Road overhanging the
pavement which appears to be dead and also to look
at the trees on London Road
by Warren Drive.
Overgrown footpaths.
Bushes growing across the
footpath on Chester Road
near Brian Ave were cut back
at the request of Councillor
Pam Todd. We often get told
how blocked footways - from
both overgrown hedges and
pavement parking - make life difficult for pedestrians
with wheelchairs, buggies or walking aids. Please be
thoughtful.
Road repairs. We have reported many potholes
especially those in Cawdor Street, Mitchell Street,
Chapel Lane, Beech Road and others.
Chapel Lane. We are pleased to see the huge
pothole at the Walton Road end has now been
repaired. We are still chasing the Council to repaint
the yellow line on a previous repair here. Cars are
parking up on the pavement in this spot causing
great inconvenience to residents.
Pavement repairs. A lot of our pavements are
well past their use-by date and quite dangerous. We
have reported Warren Drive, Francis Road, Orchard
Street - and of course Grappenhall Road - yet again!
Street sign needed. We have asked for a street
sign at the West Avenue /Walton Road junction to
mention that this turning also leads to Walton Heath
Road. The West Ave sign is barely visible and there
is no sign for people approaching from the village.
Let us know of any other missing or broken signs.

