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Lib Dems on the up
The Liberal Democrats won a stunning victory in the North Shropshire
by-election.  This follows the success in the June Chesham and Amersham
by-election.  Councillor Bob Barr says, “These results show that people are
fed up with the Prime Minister and his failure to provide leadership during
the pandemic.  The revelations about all the parties are dreadful and
generating huge anger amongst people who have done their best to abide
by the rules.  Support for the Liberal Democrats is growing and we look forward to more
successes this year.”

Warrington Council
finances
Labour run Warrington
Council is getting a great
deal of adverse publicity
about its finances.  Liberal
Democrat Finance
Spokesperson, Cllr Ian Marks
says, “Liberal Democrats
supported the attempt by the
Council to work with the energy company it has
invested in to try and find a way of preventing it
from going into administration by attracting new
funding.   This was a forlorn hope in the current
volatile energy market but had to be tried.

We support the Council in most of their commercial
investments to generate income to meet the
shortfall caused by central government cuts.
Regeneration in the town, solar farms and housing
are risks worth taking.

Right from the start we have opposed the
investments in Together Energy and Redwood
Bank.   They were too risky and Councils have no
expertise in such businesses.  Sadly the collapse of
Together Energy and the downgrade in the
valuation of Redwood Bank shows we were right.

We question why the Government has not made it
clearer about what kind of investments are legal and
justified.  We live in a strange world where a Council
is allowed to borrow money cheaply and then invest
it in commercial ventures in totally different
businesses to make a profit.   Local Conservatives
have never told the public how they would protect
vital services if there was no investment income.

We hope that ongoing discussions over the next few
weeks between the regulator OFGEM, Together
Energy and the Council will minimise the financial
impact on council tax payers.  The 2017/18 Council
accounts have still not been signed off by the
External Auditor.”

Warburton Toll Bridge
The Manchester Ship
Canal Company (Peel)
has submitted an
application under a 1992
Act for new tolls,
concessions, byelaws and
collection arrangements.

Cllr Graham Gowland says,
“On behalf of the Parish Council I have composed a
12 page document outlining our objections.  There
are many reasons why we object.  Peel is a very
profitable company and they should have spent
money on maintaining the bridge and  approach
roads before now, from the money raised by tolls.
Increasing the toll from 12p to £1 is outrageous.
Ideally we would like the toll abolished completely.”

Opposition to Six56
Six56 is a proposed new
massive logistics site
located at Junction 20 of
the M6.  It is a joint
venture by property
company Langtree and
logistics company
Panattoni.

Chairman of the Parish
Council Planning
Committee Cllr Tim
Martland says, “We
strongly oppose this
development which would require the release of
137 hectares of Green Belt.  To approve this prior
to agreement on the Local Plan would be
premature and totally wrong.  The motorway
junction is already congested and the
development would generate a huge number of
extra vehicular movements.

We are very unhappy that the developers were
able to give private briefings to the Council’s
planning committee with no members of the
public allowed to attend.  There is no level playing
field because when the application comes before
the planning committee for consideration,
objectors are only allowed three speeches of three
minutes each.  This is grossly unfair .”

Local Plan update
Thanks very much to everyone
who responded to the Local Plan
Consultation that finished in
November.  Cllr Selina Kirkham
who is a member of the South
Warrington Parishes Planning
Working Group says, “We sincerely
hope that the Council will take on
board what the public have told
them.  We welcomed some of the changes in the
latest version of the Plan but they were not enough
and the proposals if implemented would have a
major impact on our area.

The use of brownfield sites must be maximised and
physical and social infrastructure provided
alongside any development, not afterwards.  The

Green Belt must be protected.  Our Working
Group submitted a 150 page critique on the
Consultation prepared by our Planning
Consultant and endorsed by our Barrister.

We will continue to campaign on behalf of residents
at the next stage of the process.”

Despite COVID, a successful Dickensian Day
was held in December.  In co-operation with
Lymm Radio, ‘Carols from The Cross’ was held
on Christmas Eve.  Chairman of the Parish Events
Committee, Cllr Ben Selwood says, “We look
forward to the Platinum Jubilee in June.  On 2 June
there will be a beacon by the Lower Dam with live
music and a road closure. Street parties are being
encouraged.  There are  other ideas for events but
if you have any thoughts please let me know?”

Traffic Champs
needed
Traffic in Lymm has
changed so much over
the years.  Councillors
and residents have become
concerned over the
number of vehicles on the
road as well as their speed.

Lymm Parish Council is
looking at ways to collect
more data about traffic
volumes, types, timing and speeds and is
particularly keen to see how the amount of traffic
in different locations varies during village events.

Cllr Steve Towndrow says, “The Parish Council is
looking for ten volunteers in specific Lymm
locations to host an unobtrusive, ultra-low
powered sensor in a window of their house or
business premises.  The sensors will capture and
graph traffic volumes, timing and vehicle speeds.
They do not record images of people, vehicles or
registration details. This data will be used to help
determine whether traffic calming, alternate traffic
systems or closures for events could be
appropriate in the future.  The locations that
require volunteers can be found at
www.lymmparishcouncil.gov.uk/traffic-survey
along with further information about the project.

Our aim is to provide evidence for a wider
conversation on road safety, noise, pollution,
footfall to help influence working with Warrington
Council for the benefit of residents, businesses
and visitors as well as the environment.”

Success and failure
Little progress is being made on the collapsed
wall by the Dam.  Cllr Sally Sharma says,
“Progress is still bogged down by discussions
between the lawyers.  It is most frustrating but
your Councillors keep up pressure on Warrington
Council.  We are also pressing for improvements
to the safety of the  main road crossing.”
After such a long wait, Cllr Ann Johnstone says, “It
is great that we finally have a public toilet by
the Dam for use by visitors and local people.”

 Village Events



Your FOCUS Team – can we help?
Warrington Borough Councillors
Cllr Bob Barr 2A Dane Bank Road 750910

CllrBob.Barr@warrington.gov.uk
Cllr Graham Gowland 32 Wychwood Avenue 751599

CllrGraham.Gowland@warrington.gov.uk
Cllr Wendy Johnson 37 Clearwater Quays 637398

CllrWendy.Johnson@warrington.gov.uk
Cllr Ian Marks 80A Whitbarrow Road 753051

CllrIan.Marks@warrington.gov.uk

Lymm Parish Councillors
Cllr Chris East 7 Newfield Court        07443 489329
Cllr Ann Johnstone 3 Lakeside Road      755554
Cllr Selina Kirkham 2 Hardy Road            07971 109635
Cllr Tim Martland 5 Dingle Bank Close  07595 837443
Cllr Ben Selwood 44 The Crescent                  752624
Cllr Sally Sharma 5 Baycliffe                             755681
Cllr Julia Stansfield 46 Sandy Lane                      758809
Cllr Steve Towndrow 124 Cherry Lane        07785 111522
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Rushgreen Road safety
Concerns
continue about
pedestrian
safety on
Rushgreen
Road by
Sainsburys.

Cllr Julia
Stansfield says, “I get a lot of complaints
about this.  We need some form of pedestrian
crossing here.  The Council has carried out
surveys for us but the results appear to show
it is low priority and the total budget for
schemes in Warrington is limited.  We will
continue to campaign for action.”

Lymm Youth Provision
The Parish Council is keen to improve
facilities and services for young people in
the village.  Cllr Graham Gowland says, “A
small team of Parish Councillors is meeting
with Warrington Council
officers to look at the
options and the costs
involved.”

Cllr Sally Sharma adds,
“We are also supporting
the exciting initiative by
a group of enthusiasts
to upgrade the
Skateboard area in
Ridgway Grundy Park.”

Congratulations to Lymm
in Bloom
‘Lymm in Bloom’ has
been awarded
another Gold Medal
in the RHS ‘Britain in
Bloom’ competition.
Cllr Ben Selwood says,
“I am delighted with the result and would like to
thank the team for all their efforts.”  In his report
the judge said he was very impressed by the way
the group links in with others and they should
be very proud of what they have achieved.

Trans Pennine Trail
upgrade
We welcome the plan
to upgrade part of the
Trans Pennine trail
through Lymm.  Cllr
Wendy Johnson says,
“The proposed scheme
will provide an
improved all-weather surface to benefit all
users.  New access barriers will make it
easier for disabled people.  Residents and
councillors have expressed their views that a
new surface should not turn it into a
racetrack for bikers.  Once this phase is
completed, a plan for a second phase will be
submitted for consideration.”

Liberal Democrats are extremely disappointed at
the failure of the Labour-run Council to support a
motion on affordable housing.  Cllr Bob Barr who
proposed the motion says, “A safe, secure and warm
decent home is a basic human right.  Sadly there is
not enough genuinely affordable housing for
everyone and we are constantly failing to build
enough homes.  I want the Council to set up a cross-
party Working Group to bring together housing
expertise in the town to pool ideas and suggest
solutions.  Actions not words are needed but sadly
Labour rejected this.”

Save our wildlife
Many people in Lymm
are worried about the
effect of new housing
developments on
animals and wild
plants. Cllr Chris East
says, “If you think a
wildlife crime has been
committed, contact the Cheshire Police Rural
Crime Team on 101.  Hedgehogs are currently
in serious decline and I am concerned about a
loss of habitat.  We can all help by leaving food
and water out for them or building a shelter.
Please let me know if you need advice.”

Climate Change
Action
Parish Environment
Committee Chair Cllr Ann
Johnstone welcomes the
setting up of LEAF, the
Lymm Environment
Action Forum.  She says,
“This is an umbrella organisation that unifies
Lymm’s environmental groups and encourages
local residents to ‘turn over a new leaf.’  Small
changes taken together can make a big
difference.”

LEAF member Cllr Julia Stansfield adds, “We are
planning a series of information events for the
public.  Following the Energy events in January,
there will be a Waste event during the weekend
starting 25 March.”

Parish precept  £££
The Parish  part of the total Council Tax payment
will rise by 9.5% next year.  Cllr Chris East who sits
on the Parish Resources Committee says, “This
sounds a lot but it is only a few pence increase each
week and is all for the benefit of Lymm residents.
Austerity cuts have hit Warrington Council so if we
want more doing in Lymm, we must pay for it.”

Clarity on Blue Bin recycling
Residents have complained about their blue
bins not being emptied because they were
contaminated.   Cllr Ian Marks says, “Stickers
were put on bins because contaminated ones
were rejected by the Council’s waste contractor so
reducing the recycling rate.  I agree that the
Council needed to tighten up on this to improve
recycling. I am pleased they accepted my
suggestion of changing the sticker to be clearer
about what could not be recycled.  Some of the
common items that cannot be accepted are crisp
packets, confectionary wrappers, polythene bags,
gloves worn by carers and polystyrene.”

An uncaring government
Liberal Democrats have criticised
the government for their uncaring
attitude to both social care and
universal credit.  Cllr Dr Tim
Martland says, “Government
announcements about extra funding for health and
social care are a step in the right direction but in no
way do they solve the crisis ‘once and for all’ as
promised.  The NHS needs money but it is a
bottomless pit and care loses out.  Council tax will
have to increase again to pay for social care.

There are well over 100,000 vacancies for care
workers with many leaving for better paid jobs in
supermarkets and delivery firms.  Unpaid care
workers are under intense pressure and must not
be forgotten too.  Universal Credit cuts have
damaged a vital safety net.”

Meeting flexibility needed
The Liberal Democrats have joined with others
from all political parties up and down the country
in asking for flexibility to decide whether to hold
decision-making meetings in person, on-line or as
‘hybrid’ meetings.

A motion proposed by the Party at a recent Council
meeting was approved and a letter sent to the
Government.  Cllr Wendy Johnson says, “Until last
May we had to hold meetings on-line due to COVID.
Then overnight this changed and by law we could
only hold in-person meetings.  Holding on-line or
hybrid meetings has many advantages such as
COVID safety, transparency, public and press
access and savings in travel.  Typically, the
Government has refused to change its mind so far.”

 Highway issues
Cllr Selina Kirkham says, “Blocked gulleys causing
flooding in gutters are an on-going problem and
your councillors are frequently reporting
problems to the Council.  Let one of the FOCUS
team know if there is a problem near you.  We are
campaigning for an improvement to the surface of
lower Pepper Street.  This will be expensive if done
properly but action is needed.”

More needs doing to improve the bus
service in Lymm.  Cllr Steve Towndrow
says, “In particular we get complaints about
the poor service for Broomedge residents
and for problems with the service to
Dunham.  Reliable, frequent and low cost
services are needed to encourage more
people to get out of their cars and onto
buses.  Smaller buses are needed on some
routes and we hope the plan to convert
Warrington’s Own Buses to electric vehicles
will provide this opportunity.”

 Bus use should be encouraged

Affordable Housing


