FOCUS
Anger at Lymm Hotel
Planning Decision
Lymm Councillors and local residents are extremely
disappointed and angry with the decision to grant
planning permission for a large development on the site of the Lymm Hotel.
At a meeting of Warrington Council’s planning committee, permission was granted to remove
all the existing buildings on the site to be replaced by a children’s nursery, a residential care
home and retirement with care apartments.
In a joint statement, Lymm Liberal Democrat Councillors Anna
Fradgley and Ian Marks said, “We are absolutely devastated
with the decision. We are saddened and very angry that the
concerns of over one hundred and eighty residents have been
ignored and the decision has been made by people who don’t
even live in Lymm so cannot have direct experience of our
worries. We think Warrington Borough Council has let us down.”

Apology to future generations
“We want to apologise to future generations of Lymm for demolishing their history. The Lymm
Hotel may not be an architectural gem but it has a distinct charm and character. It has a heritage
with links to the old railway and to famous people who have been associated with it.
We are losing a hotel and gaining a nursery but we have seen no evidence of a need for more
nursery provision. There are serious issues for neighbours with noise from the proposed nursery.
The site will be over-developed and the surrounding area will not be able to cope. There are
major highway safety issues on the nearby roads and parking will be a big problem. There has
been no change to the public transport provision although when officers turned the previous
proposal down, this was a concern. Both doctors' surgeries claim they will not be able to cope
with the extra numbers of elderly people.”

Affordable Housing
scheme dropped

Tanyard Farm housing

A proposal to build
seventeen
affordable
houses on land behind
the Star Inn has been
dropped.
Cllr Anna Fradgley says,
“We
welcomed
this
planning proposal because
there is a desperate need
for affordable homes in Lymm.
The land is a ‘brownfield’ site and it would
have been a planning gain. Together with the
neighbours, I welcomed the sixteen houses
at the back of the site but objected to the
seventeenth one at the front because it was
too close to an existing property in Star Lane
and the entrance and exit was a safety
hazard. How sad the application we didn’t
want, that is the Lymm Hotel, got through but
the one we did want was withdrawn.”

Following an appeal
to the Planning
Inspectorate,
permission
has
been granted to
build
sixty-four
homes at Tanyard
Farm. Twenty-four of
these
will
be
‘affordable’.
Cllr Bob Barr says, “The appeal was
contested by a large professional team
representing Bellway Homes. It was won
on technical grounds relating to the
proportion of the site that is deemed to be
‘previously developed’ and Warrington’s
inability to demonstrate that it has a five
year supply of land available for housebuilding. Our arguments that this land could
be better used for other purposes were
rejected.
This case was exceptional and it is unlikely
that other Green Belt sites will be granted
permission before the publication and the
adoption of the Local Plan for Warrington
in 2020. However, developer demand for
permission to build on greenbelt sites in
Lymm remains very high.”

Update on progress with Plans
The next version of the Warrington Local
Plan is due out in early March. The previous
version proposed huge development in South
Warrington and drew masses of objections.
The Lymm Neighbourhood Planning Group
held another productive open day in the
autumn. The extremely comprehensive ‘Lymm
Heritage and Character Assessment’
commissioned by the Group from a company
called AECOM has been completed.
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Modest increase
in Parish Rate
It is the time
when
budgets are being set for
the next financial year.
Only 2% of the total
council tax we pay goes
to Lymm Parish Council.
The other 98% goes to
Warrington Council and
the Police and Fire
Authorities.
Cllr John Bamforth, Chairman of the Parish Council’s
Resources Committee says, “Although the amount
we raise is small, it has the big advantage that it is
spent for the good of Lymm and its residents. Apart
from staff salaries, most of it goes on Police
Community Support Officers, grants to organisations
and projects to improve the environment. This year
there is an extra burden, because the rules have been
changed and we are having to pay Warrington
Council an extra £8500 to cover the amount they are
withdrawing on Council Tax support.
For next year we have set a Parish Rate which on
average is a very modest 6 pence a week more than
you are paying this year. More than half of this
increase is to pay for the withdrawal of Council Tax
support so is not within our control.

Doing more, cost effectively
As Councils like Warrington continue to suffer from
financial squeezes by central government, Parish
Councils must do more to make sure our community
and our environment do not lose out. Often we can
do this more cost effectively. To carry out a larger
project for which there is a sound business case, we
are investigating the possibility of taking out a low
interest loan to spread the cost over several years.”

New CCTV system
for Village centre
The Parish Council has
agreed to install an
improved CCTV system in
centre
Village
the
overlooking The Cross. Cllr
Andy Cooper says, “This will
enable the Police to identify
cause
who
people
problems with anti social
including
behaviour
dropping of litter.”

Go-ahead for new toilet
A new public toilet is to
be installed at The Dam
on the site of the old
one removed some time
ago. Cllr Ann Johnstone,
Chairman of the Parish
Council’s Environment
Committee says, “We
think it very important that
we have a replacement
toilet for use by visitors to Lymm. Together with
Warrington Council we have agreed a
specification and look forward to its installation.”

More time for
Sandy Lane Tip
The latest threat to
close the Sandy Lane
Community Recycling
Centre in Stockton
Heath has been put on
hold, thanks to the
power of local protest.
The Labour Council
reversed the decision to
shut it down and has
asked officers to find ways to reduce running
costs to allow it to stay open. They must report
back by May.
Cllr Wendy Johnson says, “For nearly five
years we have been fighting against the
closure of our recycling centre until a better
site south of the Ship Canal can be found. Our
campaign included taking a previous closure
decision to the Council’s Scrutiny Committee
to get it reversed.
The strength of feeling in the
South to keep it open,. can be
seen from the 3,841 signatures
on the petition presented to the
Council at the end of last year.
I am pleased that the Labour
Administration is having a rethink.”

New Outdoor Gym
An Outdoor
Gym
in
Lymm’s
Ridgway
Grundy
Park
has
b e e n
officially opened by former international
footballer and local resident David Weir.
The Gym has nine pieces of equipment and
funding for the project has come from a
variety of organisations and groups.
Parish Council Chairman, Councillor Anna
Fradgley, welcomed guests to the ceremony
and invited Denis McAllister whose idea it
was, to talk about the background to the
project. Denis said, “A few years ago when
on holiday I used a fitness area in a nearby
wood and I thought we should have
something similar in Lymm.
I approached the Parish Council for support
and a small team was set up to investigate
the idea and look at possible locations.
Exercise is beneficial to both physical and
mental health. Most of the funding came
from WREN, a not-for-profit organisation
whose source of money is landfill tax.”

Supporters thanked
Cllr Ian Marks who worked with Denis on the
project added, “We are very grateful for the
additional funding support from Lymm
Round Table, the Parish Council, Active
Cheshire and crowd-funders.
We are also grateful for the letters of support
from various local sporting organisations and
the two Doctors’ surgeries and for those
people who gave a positive response to our
public consultation survey. Lastly I would
like to thank Warrington Borough Council
for managing the installation for us.”

Change at
Town Hall
The Leader of Warrington
Borough Council, Cllr
Terry
O’Neill
has
resigned
and
been
replaced by Cllr Russ Bowden.
Cllr Bob Barr, Leader of the Liberal
Democrat opposition on the Council,
thanked Cllr O’Neill for his contribution and
welcomed Cllr Bowden into his new role.
He said, “We hope that there will be a
change of style with the new leadership. The
Council needs to be more open and
transparent, consult more widely with
residents, and it must develop a clearer
vision for the town as a whole.
We hope to see more cross-party working
on the long-term issues which are not
matters for party politics but need the
support of the whole council.”

A new memorial to
commemorate
the
end of the First World
War
has
been
unveiled in Lymm. A
service of dedication
took place at Limefield Avenue on the day
before Armistice Day.
Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Anna
Fradgley welcomed people to the
ceremony and said, “Parish Councils were
encouraged by central government to
commemorate this occasion in some way
and we obtained a grant via Warrington
Council . The Parish Council also provided
some funding.
We decided the best place to locate it was
alongside the memorial stone that
remembers the students from Lymm
Grammar School who lost their lives in the
War. We will be planting poppy seeds
around the stone and the plaque and we
want to set up a small ‘Friends’ Group of
local residents who will work with our
Environment team to keep the area tidy.”
The avenue of 11 lime trees was planted
sometime after 1918 and links what is now
Limefield Avenue with the path that runs
down the side of The Crescent. One tree
is no longer there so there are only 10 now.

Caddicks Airport
Parking plan

NEWS IN BRIEF
Parish Council changes
Kerry Duffin is the new Clerk of Lymm
Parish Council. Sarah Morgan has been
appointed as the new Deputy Clerk.
Overhanging Hedges
Your councillors have received a number of
complaints about hedges overhanging
pavements making it difficult for wheelchairs
and prams to get by without walking in the
road. Please keep your hedge trimmed to
avoid the Council becoming involved.
Post Office and Banking
Did you know that whoever
you bank with, you can pay in
cash and cheques or take
money out at any Post Office?
Withdrawing cash is free of charge.

Need for affordable and
social housing
A recent report by the
charity Shelter has
highlighted the need
for more
social
housing. The number
of social homes being
built is at its lowest for
seventy years and we
face a chronic lack of
housing that people can afford.
Cllr Graham Gowland says, “Here in Lymm we
do not need lots more large detached houses.
We want smaller homes that our young people
can afford. Liberal Democrats are calling for
extra powers for local authorities like
Warrington to be able to invest in more
affordable and social housing. We want
strengthened powers to bring empty homes
back into use and a requirement that any profit
from council house sales is invested in new
social housing.
Having a place to call home is a basic human
right. Social housing is one of the pillars of the
welfare state and is a vital safety net for people
who cannot afford to rent privately let alone
ever buy their own homes.”

Lib Dem By-election gains
Nationally in 2018, the Liberal Democrats
made a net gain of 18 in local council
by-elections. The Conservatives lost 14,
Labour lost 2 and UKIP lost 9.

A new plan for parking 700 cars on the old Your FOCUS Team – can we help?
Caddicks Nursery has been re-submitted to Warrington Borough Councillors
2A Dane Bank Road
750910
the Council. The site is just outside Lymm but Cllr Bob Barr
bbarr@warrington.gov.uk
if approved it would impact our residents.
Cllr Anna Fradgley
34 Cyril Bell Close
753631
cllrannafradgley@warrington.gov.uk
The previous proposal was thrown out in August Cllr Wendy Johnson
37 Clearwater Quays
637398
on Green Belt and lack of sustainability grounds.
wjohnson@warrington.gov.uk
80A Whitbarrow Road
753051
Warrington Council obtained a court injunction Cllr Ian Marks
imarks2@warrington.gov.uk
preventing the use of the site for unauthorised
parking. The new scheme includes a Lymm Parish Councillors & FOCUS Team
playground, an assault course and a public Cllr John Bamforth
24 Elm Tree Road
755048
Cllr Andy Cooper
4 The Paddock
756723
amenity area.
Cllr Graham Gowland
32 Wychwood Ave
751599
We will be objecting to the new proposal Cllr Ann Johnstone
3 Lakeside Road
755554
32 Rosebank
755073
because it is in the Green Belt, has poor highway Denis McAllister
Janet Socorro
77 Warrington Road
753576
access and there is a risk of flooding. The Joan Stocker
10 Quayside Mews
558165
application number is 2018/33904 and you
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have until 4 February to comment.
behalf of Liberal Democrats all at 80A Whitbarrow Road Lymm WA13 9BA

