FOCUS
Dear Residents
Our last FOCUS newsletter was about six months ago.
THANK
We haven’t produced once since then because of COVID.
YOU
We have been unable to express in print our gratitude and
admiration for all the work carried out by key workers and
community volunteers. There have been so many acts of kindness
carried out by many people. We are pleased to thank you now.
Although the pandemic continues to dominate everything, there are still
Borough and Parish issues which your Councillors have been dealing
with. This newsletter brings you up-to-date.

‘Leave
No-one
Behind
in Lymm’

Delay the Local Plan

Julia

Stansfield

was part of the
Administration Team
which helped organise
the distribution of
leaflets to all of Lymm.
She became an Area
Champion
working
closely with the Street
Champions. She also
took on management
of the Food Box scheme providing local
residents in need of extra support with a
nutritious supply of food. That scheme
continues. Julia said “It has been an
amazing team effort by so many wonderful
people. I have been in awe of the
community spirit and proud to be part of
what Lymm has achieved.”

Sandy Lane Recycling
Centre open
The Sandy Lane tip stayed
closed for longer than the
other
two
centres
in
Warrington because of its
restricted size and its location
in a residential area. Cllr
Wendy Johnson says, “Liberal
Democrat councillors kept up pressure on officers
to open it as soon as national restrictions were
relaxed to allow this to happen. Closure led to
increased fly-tipping.”

Priorities for Lymm

Before COVID, your FOCUS team was in
the village centre talking to residents
about their priorities for the village.
The top priorities were:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

When COVID started to impact on the
country, the Lymm community got
together to make sure everyone was
supported. It was a genuine community
response, and a number of our local
Liberal Democrat activists got involved.
Cllr Graham Gowland says “Being a local
councillor made it easier for me to link in
with the Borough and Parish support
networks. I obtained funding from a
number of sources which helped get the
scheme off the ground. It's been amazing
to be involved in the ‘Leave No-one Behind'
group. It's been a real beacon of light in
these difficult times. I've been happy to be
able to connect things up to help."

www.warringtonlibdems.org.uk

Green Belt protection
Better public transport
Road & pavement repairs
Activities for young people
Active healthy Lymm
Climate emergency action
Community safety & policing
Fair share of funding from Warrington
More genuinely affordable housing

A Developer’s Charter
Local campaigner Dr Tim Martland is calling
on Warrington Council to delay the
publication of the Local Plan. Tim says, “The
Council is due to publish a new version of the
Plan this autumn. This sets a vision for the town
for the next 20 years. Since it was first put
together, there have been huge changes. COVID
has caused a massive shock to the economy and
councils face severe financial hardship.
Jobs are being lost and businesses are closing.
We have home working, on-line deliveries and
more cycling to work. Local green spaces have
become more important and there is increased
interest in the climate change emergency. Now
is not the time to release a Plan with vast
increases in housing and the loss of 11% of our
Green Belt. It must be delayed until there is less
uncertainty.”

Stobart
decision
awaited
No decision has yet
been made on the
proposal
by
Eddie
Stobart to build a major logistics site at
Appleton Thorn. The application was ‘called-in’
by the Secretary of State to make the decision.
This was expected in March but has been delayed.
Cllr Ian Marks who is Deputy Chairman of the
South Warrington Parishes Planning Group says,
“All the Parish Councils oppose this application
which we think is premature and does not justify
the ‘very special circumstances’ to warrant
building on the Green Belt. Granting this would
set a precedent for a proposal for an even bigger
logistics site next-door called Six56. It would
make a mockery of the Local Plan consultation
process.”

The
Government
has
published a White Paper
called ‘Planning for the
future’. All land in England
will be divided into three
categories - growth, renewal
and protection.
Cllr Bob Barr, Lib Dem Leader
on Warrington Council, says,
“It contains some good ideas
on quality, design and energy
efficiency but there are some big negatives. I fear
it will be a charter for developers to do what they
want. There will be much less control by local
people over what gets built. There will be reduced
requirements on genuinely affordable housing
being part of new schemes.”

HGV enforcement
needed
Recently an HGV was
grounded on the
Oughtrington Lane
canal bridge
and
another on the village
centre bridge.
Local
campaigner
Steve Walsh says,
“There
are
signs
restricting access but
some drivers just
ignore them. The rules
must be enforced and an example made of the
culprits. There are Automated Number Plate
Recognition cameras permanently installed at
the gateways to Lymm. I know Cllr Bob Barr has
repeatedly asked for these to be used to help
enforcement but the police have not agreed to
this. We need action before someone is hurt
or there is damage to the bridges.”

Plant
more
trees!
Local
Liberal
Democrats are
calling
on
Warrington Council to plant more trees
to help reduce carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere.
Cllr Ann Johnstone who chairs the Parish
Council’s Environment Committee says,
“We want the Council to use any available
land not suitable for development or
community use to be planted with native
British trees. The Council should undertake
a Borough-wide survey with private
landowners to identify other suitable areas.
It should work alongside Parish Councils like
ours, schools and voluntary groups to
encourage community ownership and a
sense of pride in our environment. A
renewed interest in nature is one of the
positive outcomes from the pandemic.”

Being
Mayor
during
COVID
Cllr
Wendy
Johnson was the
town’s Mayor in
2020/21. Due to COVID, her term of office
has been extended to the autumn when a
new Mayor will take over for 18 months.
Wendy says, “It has been a strange time and
it has been really hard to find meaningful
things to do. I have been doing remote video
links with care homes including someone’s
101st birthday. I have done video messages,
a remote afternoon tea and sent cards to
people who have gone that extra mile. I
personally registered with Warrington
Voluntary Action and made ‘safe and well’
calls. Hopefully we can return to some
semblance of normality soon but I fear this
may not be possible if COVID persists.”

Opposition to PM’s
social care power grab
Local Liberal Democrats oppose taking away
social care powers from local councils and
giving them to No 10. The Prime Minister has
set up a task force to consider bringing health
and social care together under central control.
Cllr Ian Marks who sits on the Warrington Health
& Wellbeing Board says, “We have campaigned
for years to bring these two services together but
we want control to be with local communities.
The pandemic has highlighted the critical
importance of much closer working between the
two services and the voluntary sector.

The way central government has handled the
crisis has been shambolic with dreadful decisions
and many U-turns. In contrast, local government
has stepped up to the mark and done a good job
despite funding shortages.”

‘Hospitality restart’
The temporary changes to the village centre
are a result of Warrington Council reacting
to the Government’s wish to help hospitality
businesses,
make
social
distancing
easier
for
pedestrians and
provide better
accessibility for
cycling.
Cllr
G r a h a m
Gowland says, “Their first plan involved a oneway system and pedestrianisation of the centre.
This was rejected because it interfered with
deliveries to premises, complicated bus routes
and the barriers would be unsightly.
Their second plan did away with the one-way
system and proposed weekend pedestrian areas
between The Cross and the Lower Dam and in
Bridgewater Street. After consultation this was
rejected too and the third
plan was what we have
today.
Funding is only
available until 6 September.”
Cllr John Bamforth adds,
“Doing anything to the
centre of Lymm is a classic
case of not being able to
please all the people all the
time. After the pandemic we need a wide
ranging consultation with the public:
● Do we want a one-way system? If so, how
would it work?
● Do we want to pedestrian area in the village?
If so, where? Permanent or weekends only?
● Should The Cross be used for other
activities? Can it be improved?

Crack down on
speeding traffic
Your local councillors
have been putting
pressure on the police
to step up measures to
control speed.
Cllr Andy Cooper says,
“Many months ago a special lay-by was
constructed on Rushgreen Road for a
detector van. I received complaints this
hadn’t been used. Following pressure, it
is being used now. The police are using
their ‘Trucam’ camera on the main roads
through the village. We also have the two
mobile
Speed
Indicator
Devices
purchased by the Parish Council.”

Local elections
There should have been
elections local councils last
May but these were cancelled.
Elections for both Warrington
Council and Lymm Parish Council will be
held next May.
Two of the 12 Parish Councillors have
resigned and because 10 electors did not
request a by-election, the positions will now
be filled by co-option.

Would you like to vote by post?
More and more people are opting to vote
by post at elections. You can either apply
for a particular election or you can apply for
a permanent postal vote.
Ring Electoral Services at the Town Hall on
01925 442184 or email them on
elections@warrington.gov.uk and they will
send you a form.

UPDATES
Pepper Street parking
Cllr Anna Fradgley says,
“I have campaigned for a
while to get double yellow
lines at the bottom of
Pepper Street. I am told
that painting cobbles is
difficult so we have signs
saying ‘Restrictive
Parking Zone’. It is not
obvious just what this
means. We need clarity
and then enforcement.”

Zebra Crossing by Dam
Following complaints
from Councillors and
residents, we now have
clear zig-zag markings
by the Dam zebra
crossing. Local
campaigner Tim
Martland says, “It took a
while for the Council to
correct this but at least it is now safe to cross.”

Overhanging hedges
In the last FOCUS we called for our footpaths to
be kept clear of illegally
parked cars and
overhanging shrubs and
hedges. Local
campaigner Julia
Stansfield says, “Thanks
to those of you who have
taken action on this, but
there are still problems.
Please encourage
walking by cutting back
your greenery and parking cars legally.”

Toilet by the Dam
Work has finally started
on the new public toilet
by the Upper Dam. Cllr
Ann Johnstone says,
“When we started this
project I had no idea it
would take so long. It is
a Conservation Area so
everything had to be just right. Capital funding
has come from Warrington Council and
maintenance from the Parish Council.”

More transparency needed
Warrington Council is being
forced to fund services out of the
revenue obtained from property
and commercial investments. Cllr
Bob Barr says, “With a proper system
of local government finance, these
risks would not be necessary. I understand the
need for commercial confidentiality but it is wrong
that decisions are being made in private without
the involvement of the full Council.”

Your FOCUS Team – can we help?
Warrington Borough Councillors
Cllr Bob Barr

2A Dane Bank Road

750910

CllrBob.Barr@warrington.gov.uk

Cllr Anna Fradgley

34 Cyril Bell Close

753631

CllrAnna.Fradgley@warrington.gov.uk

Cllr Wendy Johnson

37 Clearwater Quays

637398

CllrWendy.Johnson@warrington.gov.uk

Cllr Ian Marks

80A Whitbarrow Road

753051

CllrIan.Marks@warrington.gov.uk
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Denis McAllister
Janet Socorro
Joan Stocker
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4 The Paddock
32 Wychwood Ave
3 Lakeside Road
32 Rosebank
77 Warrington Road
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755048
756723
751599
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753576
558165
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