FOCUS
LOCAL ELECTION SUCCESS
In the Local Elections, the Liberal Democrats gained
over 220 new councillors in England, Scotland and
Wales - the biggest net gain of any party. There was
also success for the Alliance Party in Northern Ireland.
Party Leader, Sir Ed Davey said, “Millions of people are
fed up with being let down and taken for granted by
the Government. They have had enough of seeing their
energy bills go up and their standard of living go down.”
‘Partygate’ and the totally unacceptable behaviour of
some Conservative MPs gave an additional boost for people to turn to the Liberal Democrats as
their local champions.” The next local elections here will be in May 2024.

Council approves Local Plan
Warrington Council has voted in favour of
submitting the Local Plan for
consideration
by
an
Inspector at an ‘Examination
in Public’. This will take place
later this year or maybe early
in 2023.
Liberal Democrat
Councillors voted against this
and were annoyed that the
Labour Council had ignored all the comments
from the public made during the consultation.
Cllr Ian Marks who is Deputy Chairman of the
South Warrington Parish Councils’ Planning
Group said, “We oppose the current Plan
because the housing targets are still too high
and exceptional circumstances have not been
demonstrated to justify Green Belt release.
There is little control over developers building
on brownfield sites before the easy pickings of
green fields and a lack of social and physical
infrastructure. There is greater dependency on
road travel generating congestion and
pollution and insufficient concern for meeting
climate change aspirations.
Developers were unhappy that the housing
requirement had been reduced. They will be
there at the ‘Examination’ with their well-paid
consultants and lawyers.
The South
Warrington Parishes will also be there with our
planning consultant and barrister to fight for
local residents who oppose the proposals.”

Six56 decision opposed
There was uproar at the
decision by Warrington’s
Labour Council planning
committee
to
give
premature permission for
the vast Six56 logistics site
on the Green Belt next to the
motorway. Cllr Selina Kirkham says, “There is
no rail access to this site and the low skilled
jobs created there will steadily disappear with
increased automation. We have asked the
Government to ‘call it in’ to review this decision.”

Neighbourhood Plan
progressing well
The emphasis of the Neighbourhood Plan is
on the ‘look of Lymm’ and must be
compatible with the wider Warrington Local
Plan. Cllr Tim Martland who
is a member of the Plan
group says, “We have been
gathering evidence and aim
to have the Plan completed
by this time next year.
Developments,
especially
large ones, will need to be in
keeping
with
the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Topics covered include:
● Green spaces, water courses and wildlife
● Design code for buildings and streets
● Layout of the village
● Conservation areas and historic buildings
● Sport and leisure facilities
● The Village Centre including parking
● Getting around on foot, by bike or bus

The recent planning proposal by Bellway at Tanyard
Farm next to Sainsburys runs counter to several
aspects in our proposed Plan. It is in the Green Belt
and would damage the gap between Lymm and
Oughtrington. The mix of housing is all wrong with
not enough emphasis on genuinely affordable
housing. The building of around 150 houses would
put additional pressure on Rushgreen Road which
is congested and narrow. It would have a negative
impact on the local ecology.”

Work on swing bridges
Peel Ports has finally set a date of next April
to start refurbishment work on the swing
bridges. The first one is Stockton Heath.
Cllr Wendy Johnson says. “We have spent years
campaigning for this. The bridge will be closed
for up to 9 months when the work is carried out
which will cause much disruption. Residents of
Lymm are more affected by the Latchford
bridge and we will be pressing for this next.”
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Parish Council 2022/23

Cllr Bob Barr is continuing as Chairman of
the Parish Council next year. Cllr Ann
Johnstone was chosen as the new Deputy.
Priorities for the coming year are:
● Protecting the Green Belt
● Road and pavement repairs
● Green spaces and fighting Climate Change

Lymm Flood Works
A
joint
project
by
Warrington Council and the
Environment
Agency
costing over £250,000 has
reduced the risk of flooding
at Reddish Lane and Rushes
Meadow. Cllr Bob Barr says,
“The work involved installing
a new large diameter pipe
and a steel pile dam to hold
back the water. The piling
shook the neighbouring houses. It is now complete
but some householders are checking for damage.
The increased flooding risk was put down to climate
change and changed flow patterns of the River
Bollin. These are being kept under review by the
Environment Agency who are assessing the risks
and whether any other work is necessary.”

Slitten Gorge polluted
A main sewer blockage
has caused a discharge of
raw sewage into the
centre of the village. Cllr
Graham Gowland says, “I
have approached both the
Environment Agency and
United Utilities to ensure
residents and animals are
not exposed to raw sewage.
At times of heavy rainfall,
there are discharges of very dilute sewage
which is flushed away. Pollution occurs if there
is not enough rainfall to dilute and clear the
discharge.
Nationally the Liberal Democrats are
campaigning for an end to sewage dumping in
rivers to prevent wildlife being killed and the
environment damaged. It is outrageous that
water bosses were awarded £27m in bonuses
while pumping sewage into England’s
waterways 1000 times a day.”

First traffic sensors installed
Lymm now has a cutting-edge, cost-effective
way to monitor traffic type, speed, volume
and direction. Six sensors are installed. Cllr
Steve Towndrow says, “To complete the project
we need four more volunteers to host the
sensors on Whitbarrow Road near the village,
Rectory Lane, Pepper Street and Higher Lane
near the Dam. The system does not capture
faces or number plates. Data from Eagle Brow
is shown below for April 28 showing the
percentage of traffic travelling at a particular
range of speed. Nearly 30% of traffic exceeded
the 20mph speed limit. Some went faster than
40mph.
You can see more data at
www.Telraam.net by clicking onto a Lymm road.

The project hopes to deliver evidence to enable
a wider conversation on road safety, noise,
pollution, foot fall and help influence working
with the Highways Authority and WBC, to
ultimately benefit Lymm residents, businesses,
visitors as well as the environment.”
More information on the project and how to
sign up can be found at
www.lymmparishcouncil.gov.uk/traffic-survey

Keep Lymm Kleen
This project was re-launched on 14
May at the Village Hall. Volunteers
then headed out into the Village to
tidy up ahead of May Queen. Cllr Julia
Stansfield who is also a member of
the Lymm Litter Network says, “It will be good to
have group litter picks again which is a sociable
way of helping to keep the village looking lovely.
We provide all the necessary equipment so if you
want to get involved, contact me or email
tidylymm@lymmparishcouncil.gov.uk

Trail Improvements

Platinum Jubilee celebrations

The Borough Council has seen
some contentious debates and
arguments
since
the
Conservatives became the
official opposition following the
May elections.

Lymm is planning a wide range of activities to
celebrate the Queen’s 70 year reign. Thanks go
to Cllrs Ben Selwood and Ann Johnstone and to
the Parish Council staff for giving a great deal of
time to co-ordinate these activities. Ben says,
“There is a wide range of things to do and see craft, heritage, street parties, music, readings,
church services, floral art and a ‘Light Up Lymm’
beacon ceremony by the Lower Dam. Full details
are available in our special booklet which should
be delivered to most homes in the village.”

Turning over a new LEAF
The Lymm Environment Action Forum is
planning more events to spread the message
about combatting Climate Change. Parish
Environment Committee Chairman Cllr Ann
Johnstone says, “On 23 June during the FoodFest
there will be ‘LEAF Food for Thought’ dealing with
food waste, using local suppliers and growing
your own. On 26 June there will be ‘LEAF Tackles
Transport’ with free bike checks, information on
active travel and a self-guided railway trail.” For
more information visit
www.lymmenvironmentactionforum.co.uk

Tackling Potholes
At Warrington Council’s Budget Meeting, Cllr Ian
Marks asked the Council to do a trial with a new
pothole repair machine. It can be leased for short
periods and repairs a pothole in eight minutes which
speeds up the fixing process by 700%. It has good
green credentials because fewer heavy duty vehicles
are required. Ian comments, “I am delighted to say
the Council has agreed to a trial and I look forward to
hearing the results.”

Air Quality

Work to re-surface part of the Trans Pennine
trail is due to finish in late May. The first phase
will end near the Rangers’ Cabin. Cllr Sally Sharma
says, “The surface is a mixture of recycled tyres,
fine gravel and a resin compound. It is hard
wearing and porous.
Warrington Council is
hopeful that funding is in place for the section up
to Camsley Lane and that work can start this year.”

HS2 link to be scrapped?
We are hopeful that the ‘Golborne Spur’ to link
HS2 to Scotland will be scrapped.
Cllr Chris East says, “This would
have gone through Lymm and
most people think it is a waste of
money. We understand that the
Secretary of State for Transport
has given ‘categorical verbal
assurances’ to local MP Sir
Graham Brady that it will be
scrubbed from the HS2 Bill.
Let’s hope he is right.”

Verdict on Warrington Council

Air quality is of increasing
concern as knowledge about its
effect on health becomes
clearer. Cllr Wendy Johnson says,
“There are three main causes. Fine
particulates PM2.5 which include
road brake and tyre dust and ash
from burning wood, PM10 larger particulates
found in dust and smoke and Nitrogen Dioxide
from burning fuel.
If you visit www.addresspollution.org and put in
your postcode, it will give you a free air quality
report for your address. We must stress we are
not at all sure about the accuracy of the results
but it does give exposure to the problem.”

Lib Dem Group Leader Cllr Bob
Barr comments. “Arguments over
the Council Budget, borrowing, the Local Plan and
who should be Mayor have all caused some anger
with the Labour group. They have used their
majority to push through decisions and ignore all
the opposition groups.
The Liberal Democrats have been asking for a more
consensual approach to many issues and have
sought to find common ground between groups,
for what are generally long term decisions.
However on almost every occasion the Labour
Leader has refused to compromise.
One request from the Liberal Democrat group has
been actioned with cross-party agreement. That is
to take £1 million from reserves in this financial
year to assist those suffering most from the cost
of living crisis.”

£1m capital expenditure for Lymm
Warrington Council has put £1m into its
2022 /23 capital expenditure budget for Lymm
● £375K for Pepper Street reconstruction
● £330k for St Mary’s Church wall replacement
● £300K for Trans Pennine Trail upgrade
● £26K for Dam infrastructure refurbishment

NEWS IN BRIEF
Allotments
Additional starter plots are being released
shortly to shorten the waiting list. Some items
are going missing so plot-holders please mark
and photograph your belongings.
Collapsed wall by Dam
Little progress. Still with the lawyers.
Bus services
We are aware of problems with bus services in
Lymm. This affects Broomedge residents and
routes to Dunham and Altrincham in particular.
Your councillors are listening to residents and
trying to get answers from Warrington's Own
Buses and the Council.
Horses
Please slow down when you pass horses on the
road and take a wide berth around them.
Roads
We have had several complaints about poor
road repairs. Your councillors have raised these
with senior officers at Warrington Council.

Your FOCUS Team – can we help?
Warrington Borough Councillors
Cllr Bob Barr

2A Dane Bank Road

750910

CllrBob.Barr@warrington.gov.uk

Cllr Graham Gowland

32 Wychwood Avenue

751599

CllrGraham.Gowland@warrington.gov.uk

Cllr Wendy Johnson

37 Clearwater Quays

637398

CllrWendy.Johnson@warrington.gov.uk

Warburton Bridge Toll
Peel is still intent on increasing the toll on
the Warburton Bridge from 12p to £1.
Warrington Council and Lymm Parish Council
have strongly objected. Cllr Graham Gowland
says, “We are waiting for a hearing date for the
Toll Order. I will be there to present the Parish
Council’s objection to the increase.”

Cllr Ian Marks

80A Whitbarrow Road

753051

CllrIan.Marks@warrington.gov.uk
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