Life is slowly returning to normal …
… but we must still take care.
Instructions and advice about re-opening premises and restarting
services has been changing by the day. The priority in Warrington
has been to open up facilities at a pace which will ensure the safety
of the public. The detail in this Newsletter may be a bit out of date
by the time you get it but we hope some of the information may be
useful and answer the questions we have been asked by residents.

STOCKTON HEATH LIBRARY
Stockton Heath Library is now open again. “Livewire has worked
out careful plans to keep people safe,” reports Cllr Sharon
Harris,, “and opening hours are 10am - 6pm Mondays and
Thursdays and 9.30am -1pm on Saturdays.
● Social distancing means there is a limit on how many people are allowed in at a time
and there is a one way system inside the library.
● A contact-less returns and issues process operates and returned books are
quarantined for 72 hours before going back on the shelves.
● There are no charges for overdue items issued after March 1st and items on loan will
have their loan extended until September 30.

The Children’s Summer Reading Scheme is running digitally again until
September. The theme is happiness and having a laugh. Something we could all do with!

The Home Library Service has also resumed with existing clients and new services
are being developed to support people shielding or nervous about coming back into the
building. Livewire is looking for volunteers to help with this service. The role
involves being matched with a book lover who can’t access the library to find out what
they like to read, choose books and return them. Find out more on the Livewire website or
e-mail wmolyneux@livewirewarrington.org.

WALTON HALL IS OPENING UP AGAIN

SANDY LANE RECYCLING CENTRE OPEN
We had a lot of complaints from residents about the long delay
getting our Tip back open - both because of the inconvenience
and because of the resultant fly tipping.
The reason Sandy Lane stayed closed longer than the other
recycling sites was because of the restricted size of the site and
its location in a residential area. The 2 metre rule meant only one
car could be allowed on site at a time which was likely to cause
gridlock in Sandy Lane and tailbacks on the A49 and A56. When
the distance rule was changed we asked the Council to think
again and the site was re-opened - though there are still
restrictions and warning signs to avoid congestion.
Sandy Lane junction
We have kept in close touch with officers throughout
at Grappenhall Road
especially as there were some fears it might have been a
j
backdoor way to close the tip altogether!

BROOMFIELDS LEISURE CENTRE
There has been no news from WBC about re-opening our Leisure Centre any time soon
and we are, of course been seeking clarification about the Council’s plans.
Sharon says “The closure of the building has served only to emphasise how run down it
is and how urgently major work needs doing. We are anxious to have Broomfields open
again it must not happen until it is in a fit state. We know the Council is discussing options
for the future of leisure services in South Warrington and are insisting we are involved.”

ACCESS TO COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Borough Council is holding Development Control (Planning) meetings
virtually at the moment and they can be viewed by residents by using the
Borough web site. The procedure is a bit complicated but it is good that our
Council has made it possible for people to view the proceedings Many Local
Authorities haven’t one this. Check the Council’s website for other meetings.
Appleton Parish Council is holding all meetings at the usual times using
zoom. Visitors can access them and take part at the Public Participation
agenda item if they advise the Clerk ahead of the meeting. There is no meeting in August.

Your Borough Councillors
We’re here to help too or put you in touch with someone who can.
We are not holding surgeries at the moment - just e-mail or give us a ring.

CllrBrian.Axcell @
warrington.gov.uk

Eddie Stobart’s two applications for a national distribution centre
on Green Belt land in Appleton Thorn went to Pubic Enquiry in
October last year and the Government Inspectors reported back
to the Secretary of State on December 17th. The report has not
been released publicly and the Secretary of State has now
decided to call in the decision for his own determination.
There is strong local opposition to this industrial development as
there are no exceptional circumstances to justify release of Green
Belt and any land release should wait for the Local Plan which will
not now be published until the Autumn. We fear that if this Green
Belt release is allowed it will set a precedent for allowing the even
larger Six56 logistics site at the Motorway junction at Bradley Hall.
The Local Parish Councils have joined forces to oppose these
premature planning applications and to achieve a sustainable
Local Plan which is acceptable to residents.
A further representation has been
formally submitted to the Secretary of
State as there will not be another Public
Enquiry. Appleton Cllr Judith Wheeler
is on the Parish Liaison Group.

LOCAL NEWS UPDATE
Car park charges at the Forge
Some people were taken by surprise when charging was
re-introduced at the Forge and they received unexpected fines.
Our Stockton Heath Councillor Peter Walker was alerted and
pointed out to the Council that there were no obvious signs to
warn people. These were quickly installed and early fines were
cancelled. We are assured the machines are sanitised regularly.

A cheerful splash of colour

The gardens at Walton Hall have been open for some time and the zoo
and play area are open now too with safe distancing measures in place.
The Golf Course has reopened with additional safety measures - but it
is busy so you need to book ahead. Hopefully the Pitch and Putt course
will also be able be open again soon.
The Heritage Cafe is closed as we go to print though there are plans to
re-open it - but children will be delighted the ice-cream van is back.

Brian Axcell
Tel 267540

Eddie Stobart Plan

Judith Wheeler
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CllrJudith,Wheeler@
warrington.gov.uk

CllrSharon.Harris@
warrington.gov.uk

Daffodils planted by the Parish
Council on Dale Lane near the blue
bridge to the Millennium Green
looked great and people told us it
was one thing that cheered them up
this Spring! The PC also planted
daffodils near the Longwood Road
/London Rd roundabout. The mini
daffs and crocus on Bridge Lane were lovely again too this year.

Bridgewater School field
Concerns have been raised over large gatherings on the playing
field of the Bridgewater Upper School generating large amounts
of litter and concern about social distancing
Our PCSOs are keeping a careful watch on this particularly as
drugs and alcohol are evident. We have asked the school for a
large waste bin near the entrance to the field on London Road.

Garage plots at Dale Lane
Torus has completed work on
the site where the garages
were taken down near the
maisonettes. It makes more
parking space and looks
much smarter. A resident
took the trouble to contact us
to say what a ‘thorough job'
was being done and send photos . How lovely to have
something positive to report! The area opposite the
Millennium Green is being done now. We would like to hear
from residents any ideas how the area could be ‘prettied up’.

Appleton Cross Development
Preliminary work for the road and sewers has begun again here
after the halt to work due to Covid.
Following Government guidance WBC has extended the working
hours on the site from 7am and up to 9pm Monday to-Saturday on
a temporary basis.
This is part of the recovery strategy for construction and to allow
for social distancing restrictiing activity on site. Please let us
know if there are concerns

Broomfields flats, Bridge Lane
Planning permission has been granted for the new build
scheme on Broomfields Extra Care site for 45 apartments for
the over 55s and we are awaiting work to start. The new
building will not have care services on site but we believe these
up-to-date apartments will be an asset, meaning ‘down-sizing’
local residents can stay close to friends and family in an area
they know.
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Dear Residents,
Our last Focus newsletter was in January - nearly
six months ago. We haven’t issued more because
of the Covid situation. That means we have been
unable to express in print our gratitude and
admiration for the essential work of the many key
workers and volunteers and the many acts of
kindness and care carried out by so many people
every day. We are pleased to do so now.
Although the pandemic has dominated everything
there are still Borough and Parish issues which
we have been trying to sort out as your local
councillors. On the back of this issue we write
about where we are with some of them.

Summer 2020

COVID-19
Thanks to all our amazing key workers
and community volunteers.
Thank you for playing your part.
Make sure you are getting the help you need.
THANK
YOU

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DEDICATED
COUNCIL AND SERVICE STAFF
The work put in by the Council has not gone unnoticed.
So much of the Covid-19 response, for individuals in need and businesses
has been co-ordinated by Warrington Borough Council. The manner in
which Council workers have kept essential services operating and reacted
quickly and tirelessly to this unprecedented situation is a testament to their
skill and commitment and has been much appreciated by everyone.

Balancing the Budget is not going to be easy.
The additional cost to the Borough caused by the pandemic by the end of
this financial year is estimated to be in the region of £51.5 million.
In March the Secretary of State said “This Government stands with local
councils in this difficult time,” and commenting on what would need to be
done he said “Government will do whatever is necessary to support these
efforts.” So far Central Government has given just £11.09 million. We must
all hope Government will stand by their commitment.

THE FORGE CAR PARK
Resurfacing at last?
At last we have been told that the Borough Council has plans
for resurfacing and redesigning the Forge car park in Stockton
Heath and that funding has been successfully applied for. All that is needed is
a go-ahead from the Council Executive Board and work can begin!
We have been chasing the Council for years about the appalling state of the car park
- the dangerous potholes, poor layout and lack of space. Our local councillors have
had regular site visits with Officers and have suggested sensible improvements.
We are told the plan is to resurface and reline the car park and increase its capacity by
using land where the redundant toilets are - as was suggested years ago
Another patching up job has just been done but for the renovation that is needed, we must
await the decision of the Council Cabinet which is expected in September.
We are also pressing hard for electric vehicle charging points to be installed here.
We note they have been installed in the new Town Centre car park Electric cars are
the future and we need some recharging points here in south Warrington.

IT’S OK TO ASK FOR HELP
If you or someone you know needs a bit
of extra help during the Covid pandemic
the Council is there to help.
The Council has flagged up these numbers
where you may get help if you need it.
● WBC safe and well pandemic helpline
01925 442441 and 01925 442443
● WBC other enquiries 01925 443322
● Childline 0800 1111
● CAB 0300 3309 091
● NHS mental health crisis support 0800 051 1508
● Refuge Domestic abuse helpline 0808 2000 247
● Samaritans 0330 094 5717
● Universal credit advice 0800 1448 4444
More info on the Council website
www.warrington.gov. uk
Other useful numbers
Police non urgent calls 101
Health advice calls 111

NHS Test and Trace
If you experience symptoms you should
order a coronavirus test at
nhs.uk/coronavirus or phone 119.
For more information on Test and Trace
go to gov.uk/coronavirus

This photo of Sharon and Judith with councillors from Stockton Heath
and Grappenhall was taken at our last street surgery in February it seems a lifetime ago! We look forward to the time when it is safe to
meet people face to face again. Also in the picture is new Focus
Team member Mark Browne - second from left.
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