Cobbs needs play facilities
Lib Dem Councillor Sharon Harris took the opportunity of a meeting with
Warrington South’s MP to raise two longstanding issues on Cobbs.
The first is the need for a play area within reach of local families and the
second the disgraceful waste of the playing field on Bridge Lane. This
field is owned by WBC but leased by the Rugby Club/Warrington Sports
Club which refuses to release it for public use.
“I explained the situation to the MP,” says Sharon. “Here is an ideal site
for a play area, community facilities and sport, but instead it lies unused
becoming an unsightly mess. I was pleased that the MP did seem
interested and I have written to him since to remind him, and ask him to
use his influence to get a better deal for Cobbs.”
Meanwhile Judith, Sharon and Brian have been talking
to Council Officers yet again about a play area and
have been out with them looking for anywhere
suitable. The Council has spent money improving
other play areas - it
really is Appleton’s
turn.

Car Park cash cow

Phone Box
Our Parish Clerk has obtained a
grant of £3000 to repair the two
red phone boxes the Parish now
owns. The Cobbs box will soon
be transformed into a book swap
with books for all ages.

Development
With thousands of responses
from the public to consider, the
completed Draft Plan is a long
way from being finalised and it is
not now expected to be published
until Autumn this year.
Meanwhile, South Warrington
Parish Councils are working
together (actively supported by
your Lib Dem councillors) to
make sure there is professional
planning and legal advice in place
to fight this threat to our
countryside.

Anyone with a car will know the
appalling state of the Forge Car Park
in Stockton Heath, Driving in off
Egerton Street you are thrown about
because of the potholes and could
ruin your car suspension.
What you may not
know is that parking
charges here and in
Lymm raised £65,000
in 2016-17 and at
least as much last
year. The Labour Council should
have the decency to use some of this
money to make the Forge safe for
the people who are paying.
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OUR SURGERIES
1st Sat of the month 11-12am
St Mary Magdalene’s Church.
We also have a street surgery in the
centre of Stockton Heath 11-12 am
every 3rd Saturday.

Here to help if you need us

Spring is on its way.

Cobbs Ward Appleton
March
2018

The daffodils planted by the Parish
Council on Cobbs Lane near the
sheltered housing made a bright
show; and the bulbs planted last
year on Bridge Lane are flowering
again now after the cold snap. It’ll
soon be time to make plans for
next year so let us know any new
places that need brightening up

Please don’t block the
pavements
“I often get complaints about car
owners parking on the pavement
and blocking the footpath,” says
local resident Cllr Jane Bilsland.
“I know its difficult parking here,
where roads are so narrow, but
please give a thought to mums with
buggies and people in wheelchairs
who are forced to go into the busy
road if you don’t leave enough
space for them to get past.”

Un-emptied litter bins
We have made a strong complaint
to WBC about the un-emptied bins
over the Christmas period like this
one on Dale Lane.
The Council has
apologised but
bins are a WBC
responsibility and
we can’t put up
with our area
being missed out
every time there is
a public holiday.

Young cyclists putting
themselves at risk
Reports of youths recklessly riding
towards on-coming vehicles are
very worrying. This is not just in our
area and seems to be ‘copy-cat’
behaviour. The Police are taking it
seriously: working with schools and
leisure facilities and letting parents
know about incidents as well as
taking enforcement action. Do
report any incidents on 101 and
warn children of the danger.

FOCUS

Don’t miss the
Easter Treasure Hunt
on Lumb Brook Green
Saturday March 24

COBBS COMMUNITY EVENTS
Christmas Lantern walk
The Christmas lantern walk in December was a
first for Cobbs. Starting at St Mary Magdalene’s
Church Hall, families made lanterns before
walking down Bridge Lane to the shops where
there was carol singing and mince pies. There
was a stop on the way to sing to residents at
Broomfields Retirement Flats. Over 70 people joined in
and residents came out to watch.
Local councillors have wanted to do more to celebrate
Christmas in Appleton and the Neighbourhood Team has
now made that possible. Special thanks to them and also
to Bizzie Beans Coffee House and St Mary Magdalenes.
And in case anyone was worried - those weren’t lighted
candles in the paper lanterns but LED lights which just
look so real.

Easter Treasure Hunt on the
Millennium Green
Saturday 24th March from 11am to 1pm.
This fun event for all the family is being organised
by the Council’s South Area Team, supported by
Appleton Parish Council and your local Councillors.
There will be a Treasure Hunt with clues hidden all
around the Green. Bring a picnic lunch - weather
permitting!
Come and join us
It’s also an opportunity for community minded
residents to meet the Area Team and raise ideas for
future events. A Summer Picnic in the Park is the
next event we are hoping to arrange,

Light Lunch & Film Club
St Mary Magdalene's Church
Bridge Lane, Appleton
Every 1ST Thursday of month at 11.30am
£3.00 for a Light Lunch & Film.

For information about these events: phone 01925 443187 or
07827 232562 or email bparratt@warrington.gov.uk

Making lanterns at the Church Hall before the walk

Sharon says “The event was so successful
that we have been asked to make this an
annual event. We are already planning next
Christmas and trying to arrange for Father
Christmas to
make a visit to
Appleton!

Book Club
Bizzie Beans Book Club meets on the
second Tuesday of every month from 11am
to 12. It is a very informal, small group, so
do join us for a bit of a read, a natter and a
cup of coffee. All welcome.

THE SOUTH AREA TEAM
Good news for Appleton!
Neighbourhood Boards were axed last year
by the Borough Council but it seems to
have been good news for Appleton.
We now have a small enthusiastic team of
officers who are working closely with the
Parish Council and local Councillors to
promote community schemes just for the area
south of the Ship Canal
It means we now have professional expertise
and practical help to take forward ideas and
organise events. Following the success of the
lantern walk at Christmas, other events are on
the drawing board - the Treasure Hunt on the
Millennium Green and we hope a summer
Picnic in the Park. If you have a dream for a
community event or would like to get involved,
please let us know. The Neighbourhood Team
may be able to make it come true.
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